Conjoined gastric and mediastinal benign cystic teratomas. Case report of a rare occurrence and review of literature.
Teratomas are embryonal neoplasms which arise from totipotential cells and contain elements from all three germ layers (ectoderm, mesoderm, and the endoderm). Simultaneous occurrence of mediastinal and gastric teratomas in infants has not been reported, although gastric teratomas extending into the mediastinum have been reported twice in literature. We report here a case in which a gastric cystic teratoma was connected to its mediastinal counterpart with a pedicle. The pertinent literature is reviewed.